JULY 2008

LA FAMILIA TRUJILLO Y REYES

\\ ! )/':‘

pJ = i‘
it

ISSUE 3

U.S. Independence and Our Ancestors Contribution

Many of us do not realize the
contributions that our ancestors
provided to the success of the
American Revolutionary War.

During the war, Spain provided
above and be-
yond what the
American Re-
bels requested  P*®
of King Carlos |

I11.

Mexico was
still a Spanish
Colony.

Spanish and Mexican men
throughout the Spanish colo-
nies fought in the conflict.

Significant funds for the war
were collected and contributed
from the Mexican states of
Texas, New Mexico, Arizona
and California.

The war is often thought as one

fought between the British and
American Rebels.

However, It could be consid-
ered a world war between the
superpowers of the

age.
Each country
aligned themselves

with one side or the
other.

Portugal aligned it-
self with the British.

On the side of the American
Rebels you find support from
France, and Spain.

I am sure that there were many
more countries that were in-
volved one way or another.

So this Fourth of July, include
in your celebration the contri-
bution that our ancestors had

on the birth of the USA.

Celebrates !
Like Never Before!

Credit for information in this
article goes to : “Spain’s support
vital to U.S Independence” By Dr.
Thomas E Chavez

Mexican Independence

INSIDE:

On September 15,
1810 late at night,
Fray Miguel Hidalgo
y Costilla distributed
the “Grito De
Dolores”.

This was a written
statement that called
for Independence
from Spain and Free-

dom for all Mexicans.

By the morning of
September 16, a mob
had grown to thou-

sands and over-
whelmed the Royal
Army in Guanajuato.

This was the begin-
ning of Mexico’s war
against Spain to gain
independence and
freedom.

Hidalgo was assassi-
nated on March 21,
1811.

However the war
continued without
him.

On August 24, 1821,
Spain signed the
Treaty of Coérdoba
that formally recog-
nized Mexican Inde-
pendence.

Independence
Trujillo Reunion

Melitén Trujillo

Culinary Europe

Alvaro & Lina
Town of Trujillo
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Meliton Trujillo and Buenaventura Duron Life Summary

Melitén Trujillo was born about
1834 and Maria Buenaventura Du-
ron was born about 1839.

We do not have their baptism re-
cotrds.

However we know their ages from
their marriage record.

They were married on November
206, 1850.

Meliton was from the Hacienda de la
Tinaja.

Maria Buenaventura Duron was
originally from the jurisdiction of Ojo
Calientes del Bastilla and lived at the
Rancho de Animas.

After their marriage they are known
to have lived at the Hacienda de la
Tinaja.

City of Trujillo, Extremadura, Spain

The city of Trujillo has its origins in
pre-history. It has been known by
many names because many cultures
have made it their home. These
include the Celts, Romans, Moots
and Christians.

It is known as the “Cradle of the
Conquistadores” as many men who
were born there sought fortune in
the new world including Francisco
Pizarro, conqueror of Peru.

The town is over shadowed by the
castle that stands at the top of the
hill named the Cabeza de Zorro (Fox’s
Head).

It has a population of about 10,000

residents with festivals in May and
September. The largest is in Sep-
tember. The Virgin of Victory is
known as the town’s patron saint. It
even has a bullring. I want to visit.

°l§4,r;4n"'71,

They had at least 6 children, Rafael,
Julia, Jose Miguel, Luisa, Exequiel,
and Mateo.

Through Julia we are related to the
Mufioz family of Hatch, NM.

Location of Trujillo in Spain

Trujillo Town Courtyard

Reunion Itinerary

Friday, July 11, 2008 at the
Mogote Campground
e 4:30 PM Meet and Greet
e 5:00 PM Cook Out

Saturday, July 12, 2008 at the
Mogote Campground

e 10:00 AM Continental Break-
fast, games and activities

e 12:00 PM Family Group Pic-
tures

e 12:00 PM - 2:30 PM Enjoy the
mountains

e 2:30 PM — 3:30 PM Get ready
for evening
events

e 3:30 PM —
5:30 PM
“Who we are
and where
we came
from” A
family history
presentation by Louie Albidrez

¢ 6:00 PM Dinner at the Rusty
Spur

¢ 9:00 PM Dance

Sunday, July 13, 2008
e 10:00 AM Brunch
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Culinary Contributions Of The Americas

Imagine a European world of the
15t century. Before Columbus and
our European ancestors discovered
the land of our pre-Columbian an-
cestors. Europe was a place of
rather plain foods made with im-

2008 Trujillo Reunion

This year the Trujillo Family Reunion will be hosted by
Josef, Lena and family. It will be held in the beautifully
mountains of southern Colorado near the town of An-
tonito at the Mogote campground.

Hello Everyone:

Como Estan? We hope everyone is doing well and that
you’ve made your travel arrangements and are ready for
you trip. Here, all is well and we are realizing that time
sure flies when you’re having fun. Time seems unreal
that the reunion is right around the corner. We’re get-
ting closed and we can’t wait.

We hope that you have your family t-shirts and please
don’t forget four family picture collage. We will wear
the t-shirts at Saturday’s mountain activities and the
pictures will be displayed at the hall on Saturday eve-
ning. Please place your pictures in a poster frame or in
a protective plastic cover and place your name on them.

If you are driving, pack your favorite camping chair,
your insect repellent , and a pair of sweats and a jacket
for Friday evening. It is warm during the day , but in
the mountains it gets chilly at night. If you don’t believe
us just ask Auntie Beccal!

We have heard from some of you and new we need to
hear from all of youl!! Please let us know if you are at-
tending. We are having the Saturday evening meal ca-
tered and we will need a count for the caterer. Please let
us know how many adults and children are attending.
We need your names and the ages of the children.
Please get this information to us by June 1, 2008. You
and drop us a note—mail it to PO Box 1551, Alamosa,
CO, 81101 or call us at 719-589-6254. But please let
us know.

ported expensive spices. Now
imagine that world without choco-
late, chile rellenos, and tamales.
Our Mexican and “Indian” ances-
tors contributed these wonderful
foods made with chocolate, chile,

and corn to the European culture.

We hope we didn’t miss anyone when we mailed out
the information. We ask you to share the information,
please pass it along or have them contact us and we will
get it to them. If you have any suggestions, questions or
concerns..Call Us!

Enjoy your travels!! Be Safell Enjoy the wide open
spaces and we look forward to seeing all of you.

Don’t forget
e Camping Chair
o Insect Repellent
o Sweats or Jacket
o Your camera
o A small flashlight ( You will need this
one for the history presentation)
o Your dancing shoes and
o Your Smiles!!

Josef, Lena and Family
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First printed Christmas 1995 Updated Trujillo Reunion 2008

"GRANDMA'S WEDDING"
January 6, 1919

As told by
Tia Lichie Alderete
to
Marcella Trujillo Albidrez
Written by
Louie Albidrez

Christmas and New Year had just passed.

It was cold enough for snow.

But no... not snow... that was excitement in the air.

We were going to have a wedding!!!

The Garfield (San Isidro) village blacksmith, Alvaro Truijillo, had
asked the lovely Maria Lina Gallegos to be his bride.

She said "yes."

He was 29 years old. She was 19.

Alvaro was the eldest of ten brothers and sisters.

The youngest of them was Lichie (Felicitas).

She was six years old at the time, and it's her vivid memories
which give us this story today.

At age 19 Lina was also the eldest child in her family.

However, 19 was still far too
young to make the difficult trip to
Las Cruces for a wedding dress.

Besides, in those days it was
customary for the family of the
groom to provide "Las Donas"
(the bride's wedding outfit). -

Alvaro hitched up a horse and buggy for the long trip south.
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He also took one of the dogs with him. It was a good thing
he did. The journey to Las Cruces was
a three day round trip by buggy.

Along the way Alvaro would have to
sleep outdoors by the side of the road.

Some bad weather rolled in.

It got so cold he nearly froze.

Fortunately, he had the dog. The two of them would bundle
under the blankets, keep each other warm, and survive the
freezing night.

In Las Cruces, Alvaro found the bridal shop. Inside were lots of
little ladies eager to help him.

Picking out a bridal outfit was no
easy task for a man more used to
hammering steel on an anvil next
to a raging furnace.

The little ladies help was welcome.

Together they selected a
white dress, veil, crown, gloves,
shoes... everything that a young
bride would wear.

Plus a bouquet of flowers... and a
"petaquilla” (trunk) to put it all in.

However, there was no wedding
ring... and there would be none.

The price of gold was something
the hard working people of Garfield
could ill-afford. Over the generations,
rings were not given.

Rings were not expected.

In fact, rings were given little
thought.

However, there was something
every bride dreamed about.
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It was customary for the groom to give his bride a string of
pearls... a beautiful, shimmering, white string of pearls... to wear
as she walked down the aisle.

Precious gems? Probably not...
but pearls as real as your
imagination would let you believe.

Pearls were the true Garfield tradition.

On his return to Garfield, Alvaro
became terribly ill with a fever.

Abuelita Hijinia (his mother)
immediately put him to bed and did all in
her power to cure him. He got well fast.

The wedding day finally arrived... January 6, 1919.

January 6th was also Abuelita Hijinia's birthday.

Double the reason to celebrate.

There was no church in Garfield in those days, so the wedding
party had to go to the Catholic Church, San Francis De Sales, in
nearby El Colorado (town of El Colorado later renamed Rodey).

How did they get to the church?

Well, the wedding party climbed
aboard a "carro de caballos"
(covered wagon) and they all went
together.

El Colorado was a quite a journey,
22 miles round trip.

Too much for two mules pulling a wagon full of people.

So they all went the day before the wedding and stayed at
Tia Marillita's house. )

Tia Marillita was A
Grandma Fita's sister. '

Father Mowins
performed the ceremony.

The padrinos were
Manuel Barajas and
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Ricarda (Trujillo) Barajas (Alvaro's sister).
As the wedding party returned to Garfield, there was a loud
"Kaboom!!!"
Tio Vicente (Alvaro's brother) had set off a cannon to announce
their arrival.
Yes, acannon! Iltwasa
homemade cannon, but still "real
loud" as Tia Lichie described it.
And so the celebration had begun.
Everyone gathered at Grandma
Fita and Grandpa Antonio Gallegos' house.
It was a little place in the corner of Garfield.
The whole village was there.
"Mucha fiesta!" as Tia Lichie described it.
There were so many people, they had to put up a big
"ramada" (tarp) to provide everybody enough shade.
And the food was wonderful... all the delicious

things you remember best about New Mexico.
It was evening now... time for dancing.
From the Gallegos house everybody
moved over to the "Salon de Molinas"
(Molinas Dance Hall).

The Molinas were lifetime friends
of the Trujillos and Gallegos.

There was music, with old time
musicians playing fiddles and guitars.

"They played everything," Tia Lichie tells us.

But everyone's favorites were the "waltzes y las polkas."

They danced and danced... and everyone hoped it would never
end.

--- "Grandma's Wedding"
first printed
Christmas 1995



For more information,
suggestions, articles,
comments and such,
please contact:

Rodolfo Trujillo
1637 Camara Ct
Grand Prairie, TX
75051

Or email me at
rod@lomaparda.com

L

YOUR
FAMILY

STORIES m—-——n_

CONTACT ME AT

ROD@LOMAPARDA.COM
Ve Summary of Alvaro and Lina’s Life

Alvaro Trujillo was born
on February 19 1886 in
Gomez Palacio, Mexico
and Maria Lina Gallegos
was born on October
1899 in New Mexico.

They met in Garfield, NM
and were married on Janu-

ary 0, 1919 in Rodey, NM.

They are known to have
had 10 children, Amalia,
Bruno, Vicente, Felicitas,
Hijinia, Marcelina,
Gabriel, Luis, Francisca,
and Rafael.

Alvaro died on October

19, 1937 in Garfield, NM
and Lina died on May 15,
1995 in Las Cruces, NM.

Meliton Trujillo

Hilaria Rivera

Next Lssue

In the October issue of
the news letter we will be
covering the lives Ygnacio
Trujillo and Hilaria Rivera.

Lucas Antonio Truijilio

Maria San José

EusebioRivera

Ancestors of Melitén Trujillo

| Maria Guadalupe Rivera

Carm en Duron

Maria Buenaventura D uron

Ancestors of Maria Buenaventura Duron

Maria Trinid ad
Martinez

Significant Events During the lives of Meliton and Buenaventura

Significant events oc-
curred during the lives of
Melitén Trujillo and Maria
Buenaventura Duron.

In 1835, Texans fight the
Mexican army in the battle
of the Alamo.

In 18306, Texas becomes
independent.

In 1837, Queen Victoria
takes power in England.

In 1845, the USA annexes

Texas.

In 1846, the Mexican-
American War begins.

In 1848, the Treaty of
Guadalupe Hidalgo ends
the Mexican-American
War with the USA pur-
chasing New Mexico

through California from
Mexico. Also in 1848,
Gold was discovered in
California.

In 1850, New Mexico was
established as a Territory
of the USA.

In 1854, the Gadsden Pur-
chase establishes the cur-
rent USA-Mexico border.

In 1857, the Mexican state
of Aguascalientes was es-

tablished.

In 1861, the US Civil War
begins and Confederates
invade New Mexico from
Texas.

In 1862, the battles of Ve-
larde and Glorieta Pass
end confederate occupa-
tion of New Mexico.

Additionally, in 1862 on
the 5th of May (Cinco de
Mayo), Mexicans defeated
French forces in the Battle
of Puebla.

In 1863, the Territory of
Arizona was created from
New Mexico.

In 1864, Maximilion was
named Emperor of Mex-
ico.
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